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It was at these bivouacs that hard work, sport,

and good food, in excellent proportions, put

the finishing touches to the Company’s train-

ing. From them are the 898th’s most pleasant
memories drawn: swimming at Shell Beach after a ten-mile liike, play-
ing volleyball in a clearing among tall trees, singing at night, dancing at
a party given the Company by the people of Slidell. When it was all
over the men returned to their Air Base huts and wished they were
back in pup tents.

Each movement had heen accompanied by a

“This is It” announcement from the Com-

manding Officer, and a few days after return-

ing from the woods the expected repetition
came. Early in July the Company left for the Port of Embarkation, a
five-day trip made pleasant by the cooks who provided frequent chicken
dinners and lots of ice-cream. On the 25th July, 1943, the 898th boarded
its transport and began the long voyage.

At its stations in the S.W.P.A. the Company

rapidly adapted itself to the new conditions,

and has been accomplishing its objectives

with merit. Through its hands passes all the
signal equipment to be used in the area serviced by the 81st Air Depot
Group. New radios, radars, telepliones, teletypes, and associated parts
are reccived at the 898th Depot, stored, and issued as neceded. Badly-
damaged instruments are returned to it from forward echelons for
repair. Maintaining a Signal Depot is a far ery from the days of infantry
drill: the 898th has taken all the new problems in its stride, and is
working hard toward that final “This is IT!”

lst Sergeant
MARTIN J. GALVAN

Orderly Room Staff: Pfc. Ruano, Ist Sgt.
Galvan. T/4 Wayman, T/5 Ray.

898th Supply Room at Eagle Farm: T/4
Marshall, S/Sgt. Quigley, W/0 Kling.




FRONT ROW : Put. Bullock, T3 Hull, Pic. S. Cohen, T/Sgt.
W heeler, T4 Bonham, T3 Kdlisty, Pfc. Hand, T3 Schnitzer,
Sgt. Bast. SECOND ROW : Pfe. Gibson, T/5 Pelechaty, Piec.
Wise, T4 Mercer, T/5 Revnertson, Pjc. Maruska, T'5 Mein.
hardt, T'5 Rothman, T/5 Riedell, THIRD ROW : T /4 Knapp,
T 4 Marshall, T4 Piker, Pvt. Morey, T/4 Fon Bargen, T/3
Beckman, Cpl. Jones, T/5 Weed, T/4 Stefunik. FOURTH
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ROW : Sgt, Fean, T°5 Edes, Pvi. Dumas, T/4 Lorby, Pfc.

Wood, T4 OLeary, T/4 Lytle, T/4 Price, T'5 Stoller.

FIFTH ROW : Cpl. Markham, T/4 Bradley, Sgt. Posey, T/5

Fuchs, Sgt. Uthoff, Pvt. Hevden, T75 Prendergast, T/4 Heitzig,

T 5 €. Adams. SIXTH ROW : Puvt, Pieronski, Cpl. McAlea,

Cpl. Rappaport, Cpl. Schwamberger, T/Sgt. Lovern, T/4
Kawa, T/4 Taylor, T/5 Dreier, T/4 Evans.



chal, Sgt. Mermer,
5, bgi‘ [) B Smith, T/4 Hum
Faris Thompson, T/5 Moseley, Cpl.

taff, ]/bgt. Slmw }' ‘4 Fischer. SIXTH ROW : I'/4
; Mv()ufm Pot, Hlumpnit)ld (pl Woodburn, T/3 Bzedneharn,
win, Ple. T/4 Wit, T/4 Lamm, T/3 Messina, T/5 Rosenbaum, T/4
K(iswl T/i4 Armsirong.
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DECEMBER
1943

“Tricks of the trade”
of night-club stewarding and Army mess
administration: this is the Guiren-Ruano
work wlhich combines with a dozen ex-
perienced cooks to make the 898th Con-
solidated Mess Hall a success. Highlight
of the season was in the last two months of
1943, when Major Karst volunteered his
team to feed men working on the P-47 pro-
jeet. A total of 3,400 meals was served
daily at eleven sittings, filling 1,700 men.
Chocolate, fruit, and hot coffee were dis-
tributed at the hangars twice each night.
Speeial cheers were for S/Sgt.’s Burkepile,
Nelms, and Hand, and First Cooks T/4’s

Nuanes and Foret.

RIGHT CENTER: Cpl. Bittner, T/4 Nuanes, Cpl.
Cleasby, Pfc. Sweigart.
RIGHT BOTTOM: (Front Row) T/4 Foret, Sgt.
Petrouskas, Pfc. Bittner, Pfc. Walters, Pfc. Mazza,
S/Sgt. Burkepile, T/Sgt. Guiren, Sgt. Gentile, Put.
Cooper, T/5 Mitchell. (Back Row) Sgt. Jones, Pfc.
Sweigart, Pfc. Driscoll, Cpl. Perry, S/Sgt. Hand, Sgt.
Mayfield, Pfc. Mathis, Cpl. Cleasby, Sgt. Grugett.
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FRONT Ri%
Puvt. Fryer, 5/8gt. &
Ple, Pohland, T /4 Sokolowski, SEL

Put. LeRoy, T/5 Seibel, T/5 Duff, T/4 McKeo :
T/8gt. B, L. Smith, Pvt. Kasmir, T/5 Blan, Pfc. Ceasmser
THIRD ROW: S/8g1. Judd, M/Sgt, Gruber, Pfc. Murphy,
T/5 Malsteud, T/Sg1. McNeill, T/4 Meyer, T/5 Ondrejkovic,
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LT85 McElveen,

len. l"()lr'k{"l‘[{ ROW: T/3

fe. Roller,
: Fohrmann, Schwartz.
: . uris, Pot. Stewart, T/5 Diehl, T/3 Sather,
P wis, Puot. Ravles, Pot. Ramirez, T/5 Baumgurdner,
T4 Hine. SIXTH ROW : Put. Templeman, T/5 Guglielmo,
Pur. Thune, Pot, Liddle, T/3 L. 1. Mugee, T/5 L. D. Rogers,
Cooper, T/Sgt. Nordstrom, T/5 Schreck,
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MAJOR JACOB SLINGERLAND

Commanding Officer

Amberley Field Orderly Room: Sgt.
Scheid, 1st L1. Wilbur (Detachment Com-
mander), S/Sgt. Howard.

Eagle Farm Orderly Room:
Pet, Nussbaum, Sgt. Bernot.

COMPAN

1124th  Military Police
Company was activated Janu-
ary 1, 1943, at the Charleston Army Air Base, with a
cadre of eight enlisted men under the command of
Lt. Andrew J. Ford and other officers drawn from
among the graduates of the Provost Marshal General
School. Within two months upon reaching a strength
of 356 the unit began intensive training with the aim
of selecting the 257 men who would finally form the
Company. This difficult process of improvement and
elimination was carried out under the direct super-
vision of Lt. Norman T. Wilbur and T /Sgt. (now First
Sergeant) Charles Blessing. Upon completion of
“attrition” the product was, at the beginning of May,
1943, a unified organization of men physically, men-
tally and emotionally fit to carry out the rigorous

duties of military police.

Five months after activation the
Company was already at its overseas station and a
member of the 8lst Air Depot Group in Australia,

with Headquarters at Eagle Farm and detachments for

_the policing of Archerfield and Amberley, as well as

guarding our own installations within the city. When

Pui. Eddings, Cpl. Anderson, and
Pfe. Branch spend a quiet hour at
home in their hut at Amberley.




First Sergeant
CHARLES BLESSING

M.P. Supply: Puvt. Zeason, Cpl. Jaynes, S/Sgt.
Smerik (Supply Sergeant).

Pay Call: Cpl. Jaynes, Ist
I

Segt

Blessing. Li.

Major Jacob Slingerland assumed command November 23,
1943, he had very few problems to cope with as the Company

was already in full swing of efficient operation.

Unlike the average organization of the
Group, the duties of the Military Police Company call for con-
stant 24-hour operation. As an efliciency expedient the total
number of personnel available for guard purposes was divided
into four equal shifts. In addition to traffic regulation, general
maintenance of order and guarding—in iiself so large a task
as to require the aid of 80 civilians—the 1124th has assumed
responsibility for fire control on the field. A fire department,
headed by Sgt. Indovina, a fireman in civilian life with six years
of experience, keeps constant vigil among the inflammables of
the base.

For the many thankless but essential jobs
well done, without complaint or fanfare, the 1124th M.P.’s
deserve special commendation, and to them goes the satisfaction

of knowing that the Group appreciates their work.

On April 21, 1944, upon departure of the
first boat carrying the advance detail of the 81st Air Depot
Group, fifty 1124th men were on board to be followed later by
the remainder of the unit to help police the way for our troops

as far north as the rising sun.
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- MILITARY POLICE

L1

Dornsetj, ¥yt
w. Wyatt, Put.

T3 Nickel,
1. Sgt. Weaver. -
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AI!zmM.

FRONT ROW :

Troutman, Cpl. Malle, Plc. Sqn Miguet,

ROW : Cpl. Selby, Pt . E. Davis, Cpl. Huismar, T/4H. V- fe. Mis :
Harvey, Pt H. Wvatl, Cpl. o Donnel, Cpl. Staib. THIRD Put. Mnllanknpf. Sgt.

ROW: T3 Seigalskis Cpl. Reinhart, Pfe. Neve, Ple. Miersw® Walsh, Prt. Biondo, Sgto 4
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, Pvt. Quinh, Py
T/4 Wise, Pvt. Cobb, Pfec.

.
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: : : Pje. Reif, Pfc. Dray,

3, Jr. / s Pot. Cagney, Pfe. Meydem,

Sgt. Scheid, Put. Simpson, T/4 Karjalainen, Pfe. Brandi,

Pfe. Capp, Pfc. Chicoine. FIFTH ROW : Pfe. Huck. Pot.
Aunspuch, Pvt. Branch, Pfe. Gallets.




FIRST : .
Hare, Povt, DuPree .
Put. Boots, Pvi. Diskin, SECONE
Put, Mulvaney, Jr., Pvt. Nesti, T/5 I)enmtroslum
Pic. Wesendorf, Pfe. Nichols, Sgt. Tooker, Pfe. Crews, C pi.
Andersen, THIRD ROW: Pf(. Bloxom, Pfc. Elius, Puvt.
gt. Genis, Cpl. Dixon, Per. Hmtm, Put.

Kokn, Cpl. Sweet,




, t. Liston, Pfe. Maguire, Pot.
. Feitz, Pot. McArthar, Pvt, Kelley, Pvt. M. D. Long,
Cpl. McManus.
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\R\Q“ " ORDNANCE MM. COMPANY

CAPTAIN RAYMOND K. HOXSIE
Company Commander

First Sergeant
WAYNE STILLWELL

N its infancy as an Ordnance unit, having heen a Q.M.
adult until the War Department decided in December, 1942, to redesignate
Q.M. medium maintenance companics as Ordnance organizations, the 1616th
was in May of 1943 anything but a “rookie” outfit. Though not yet a member
of the 81st Air Depot Group (they joined shortly thereafter in June), they had
been in Australia and New Guinea long enough to get acclimated to foreign
service and hard work.

Soon after assigninent of personnel, the majority of whom
arrived from New Guinca, Capt. Raymond K. Hoxsic joined as the new C.O.
and Lt. Robert F. Logan as junior officer. With the arrival of 22 additional men
in July, 1943, the Company was ready to function.

As its original purpose, a medium maintenance company
is responsible for vchicle maintenance, the normal number of vehiclés serviced
being 600, minimum number 350, and maximum 1,200. Other responsibilities
are parts supply and technical supervision of the work of lower echelons. In
this theatre M.M. Companies have stepped higher into 4th echelon work, namely,
unit overhaul.

Duties at Eagle Farm consisted of supervision and opera-
tion of the Special Vehicle Storage Pool, including all vehicle shipments, and
all 2nd and 3rd cchelon maintenance of Air Corps special purpose and Ordnance
general purpose vehicles. Although operating under T/O strength and short of
cquipment, handicapped by lack of proper garage space and interference by
rain, work was progressing creditably. By the end of November, 1943, the
organization was performing repairs and supplying parts for approximatcly
1,500 vehicles assigned to 25 various Air Corps installations.

During the latter part of December, 1943, operation of the
Motor Pool was given over to the newly arrived 1799th Ordnance S. & M. Com-
pany. The 1616th moved to the new maintenance hangar to devote full time
to vchicle maintenance and repair.

Since the original menmbers of the Company were partici-
pants in the Papuan Campaign when the 1616th was part of the 8th Service
Group, they were presented the Citation Deviee for outstanding service and
achicvement.

Upon arrival to the advance hase on April 30th, 1944,
rumors started running wild about a new Table of Organization dishanding the
Company. Credence was given to that rumor when in the middle of May orders
were issued transferring men to the various Ordnance units, the remainder of
the 1616th to he abhsorbed in the Ordnance Section of Headquarters Squadron.
To those men dishandment meant losing a fine outfit; to the units that received
them—an assurance that the 1616th spirit accompanied those Special Orders.

The Orderly Room at
the advanced base: Pfc.
Rouch, T/5 Rittenhouse.

Company Sign, Eagle
Farm.

-90—




Q. ,',)
Oy *
ne,




. N the wartime shuffle this
organization, as others like it, underwent many
changes before rcaching its present stage. Origin-
ally a Medimm Maintenance unit with Quarter-
master, the 1799th was in May, 1943, still happily
engaged in operating a base third echelon
antomotive shop at Army Air Base, Santa Maria,
Califoruia.

Not having emerged from the
training age vet, the Company was giving its men
basic when they were not busy repairing trucks.
Al that stopped, however, with more than rumors

about moving overseas.

Several weeks of bivouae and
desert training at Camp Santa Anita supplemented
the program in preparation for combat duty. In-
cluded was technical instruction for every man
aceording to his classification numher. The last
few weeks were spent dropping overages in per-
sonncl, packing and crating, and granting of emer-

vency furloughs.

.




COMPANY “BLOWOUT,” 3rd April, 1944.

TOP LEFT (kneeling): Pvt. McBride, 1st Lt. Leigh, Sgt. Howell, Pfc. Spalding. SECOND ROW : Pfc. Wilson, Put.
Pitts, T/5 Ballentine, T /5 Wise, T/5 Coyne, T /Sgt. Reinert, Put. Lovely, T:5 Cichewicz, Pvt. Reisinger.

* *x Kk X k%

On November 20, 1943, the
Company hoarded a troop transport for foreign
duty and arrived in Australia December 13th. The
men spent several days at Camp Doomben, then
used as a staging camp, and on the 17th were
marched to nearby Eagle Farm to be attached to

the 455th Service Squadron.

Upon relinquishing by the
1616th Ordnance MM Company of the Special
Vehicle Motor Pool at the end of December, the
1799th took over its operation. In addition to the
enlisted personnel seven civilians were employed

in the pool. In several months’ time the unit re-

— 93—
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leased six eivilians and functioned with military
personnel.

To date the Automotive, Am-
munition, and Supply Scetions have been running
the pool. The Armament Section is working on
the maintenance of armament on the field. An-
other of the organization’s responsibilities is ren-
dering such assistance in Ordnance matters as may

be directed by the Ordnance Officer.

One of the youngest units of
the 81st, the 1799th was ncvertheless the “erack™
attached outfit of the Group. In diseipline and
adaptability, the two most essential missions of an
Army unit, this Company was second to none.
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LIEUTENANT WILLIAM.F. RAKE Acting st Sergeant
Detachment Commander FRANK W. HICKEY

_ N
ORDNANCE DEPC

THE BATHERS . . . the 194th ready to take a plunge in the U.S.0. pool while stationed at
Coachella, California—June, 1943.




FRONT ROW: Pfc. Dido, Pfc. Vogel, T/Sgt. Halliburton, Gregor, T/4 Krause, T/5 Mouser, Sgt. Gerulis, T/4 Woods,
S/8gt. Hickey, Lt. Rake, S/Sgt. Coyle, T/5 Phillips, Pfe. T/4 Burns. THIRD ROW : Pfc. Keck,T/5 Fors, T/4 Gervelis,
Jagielski. SECOND ROW : T/4 Ilannucci, T/4 Ohnoutka, Put. Pfc. Reimer, T/5 Heller, Pfc. Vican, T/5 Gallagher.




DETACHMENT, FIRST PLATOON

1912th Quartermaster Co.
(Avn.) T.

The First Platoon, 1912th Quartermaster Company,

separated from its parent organization and activated
scparate detachment in Australia, December 5, 1942, with 45 men under the ¢
mand of 1st Lt. John T. Fletcher. After two months with the 45th Service Gr
it was assigned Fcbruary 16, 1943, to the 81st Air Depot Group, its duties b
to transport cquipment, suppllcs and personnel for units stationed at E;
Farm. The detachment also sent details of men to necarby fields for special duts.
April 7, 1943, Lt. Robert R. Austin, Jr., assumed command.

LIEUTENANT GEORGE M. ALLEN

Platoon Commander

The work of thesc men was highly commended by their

supcnors. Col. R. J. Minty, Commanding Officer of the
Group, said of them: “All mdlcatlons, mcludmg reports from the Officer in
Charge, the civilian supcrvising technical details, and the Commanding
Officer of the R.A.AF. unit at Charleville, indicate that the detail of men
from Eagle Farm . . . should be commended. The camp and equipment
were well taken care of and the camp was left in good condition at the
time of departure. The nien worked long hours, and without complamt
The job was completed considerably ahead of the estimate made.”

On November 1, 1943, 1st Lt. George M. Allen
was assigned to the detachment. It was under
his command that the Platoon, of which 17 men served in New
Guinca, began sending its “veterans™ back to the United States
on the rotation plan. Two men were sent in January and
four in February, 1944,

Mareh 18, 1944, the Platoon
was rcassigned to the
1912th Quartermaster Company (Avn.) T.,
which established hcadquarters at
Eagle Fafim,

Ist Sergebnt Cudworth, T/4 Drugan.

T/5 Stoller interviewing
T/5 Clancy.

Cpl. Clancy feeding mas-
cot, “Joe Wallaby” the
area pet.
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UARTERMASTER PERSONNEL

FRONT"I ROW : T/5L Dn;;;an,TSgt. Deveney, Sgt. O'Malley, Treadwell, Pfc. Carson, T/5 Clancy, Pvt. Robbins, Pfc.
S$/Sgt. Flanagan, Ist Lt. Allen, T/5 Mast, Cpl. Cioffi, Pfc. Till. orili T/ . . s ; . .
SECOND ROW: T/5 Cuthrie, Put. Fee, Pic. Mundell, Ple, ~ J*kierskt, T/4 Alley, Pfe. Watson. FOURTH RO”;.' P i’
Rupard, Put. Losey, Puvt. Fleming, T/5 Markiewicz, Pfc. Dobrovacky, Pfc. Levy, Ple. Griffith, T/5 Kulakowski, Cpl.
Caravelle. THIRD ROW: T/t Salves, T/5 Agnew, Pfc. Calfce, Pfc. Chase, Pvt. Hellman, Pfc. Sheppard, T/5 Pawuk.

a5 N S 53 8 ;S g H 99— xm g a3 !

4
.
5



NGINEERING

The middle of 1943 marked the beginning of
phenomenal development in the Engineering Scetion of the 81st Air
Depot Group. The appointment of Major Donald D. Steele as Engincer.
ing Officer on September 8th initiated a period of construction and
unification unprecedented in the history of the Group. From this
re-organization of loosely knit, separately operated Squadron shops
emerged a conipact l)ody of twcnty-ﬁvc (l(\pm‘lmenls that was to send
planes to forward arcas faster than any army unit in the Southwest
Pacific.

The primary duty of the Enginecering Section is lhci%
crection and modification of aircraft arriving unassembled from the
United States. Safeguarded by protective coatings, the ships are lifted %
off the transports and pulled to the ficld, where 1,200 skilled men clean,
assemble, modify, repair, test, and do all work required to make the
planes ready for combat.

Supervised by Capt. Cupp, the shops were headed |
by experienced mechanics from the 81st and 44th Repair Squadrons
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“and_ assisted by personnel from the 455th and

11th Service Squadrons. The combined efficiency
and speed of these shops have drawn repeated
praise of the Commanders of this theatre:

“The speedy delivery of
the fighter aircraft eontributed directly to the
successful conclusion of the Lae eampaign.”—

General KENNEY,

, “The delivery of these
planes was a direct contribution te the success
of the Cape Gloucester Campaign.”—Colonel

BROWNFIELD.
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