




LT. DAVID S. HARTMAN 
Company Commander. 

LT. CHARLES R. NOVICK 
Company Commander, April. l 943, to April. l 944. 

Tl'' riling letters in the 898th day room. 

89Bth SIGNAL 

N December 24, 1942, "898th" meant 
eleven enlisted men, wondering what the army 
had in store for them up its cold Ohio sleeve; 
on July 25, 1943, it was symbol for a team 

of 226 completely trained men on their way to do their assigned jobs. 
Between these two dates is tho energy and ingenuity typical of our new 
army. It was each man's initiative directed into its proper channels by 
the Commanding Officer, Major E. C. Karst. Not that everyone saw it 
that way; it's difficult to maintain perspective when you've been on 
guard in a swamp for two successive nights or when your pup tent is 
pulled down for the third time because of poor camouflage; hut while 
mouths complained, minds and hodies learned. 

Most of this process took place in the woods 
around Lake Ponchartrain in Louisiana. 
Stationed at the New Orleans Army Air Base, 
the Company took advantage of all training 

opportunities the vicinity offered: radar repairmen were sent for two 
weeks to the mouth of the \1ississippi River to learn the life of an 
Airwarning station; linesmen gathered knowledge and addresses while 
putting up telephone wire at Golden Meadows, La.; radiomen went to 
Mohile for repair experil.'nce. 

During this time the Company was growing 
rapidly; its numbers increased hy men hand­
picked for education and experience. Rumors 
about moving were common, and the organi-

zation did move too frequently for some of the tongue-waggers. After 
four showerless days of sharing a swamp with clouds of mosquitoes the 
men were given a day to clean up and took off in truck-convoy for Camp 
Shelhy, Mississippi. Finally the outfit �~�e�t�t�l�c�d� down to spend the month 
of June, 1943, in a pine grove ncar Slidell, LouiBiana. 



Co. DEPOT (A vN.) 

It was at these bivouacs that hard 8port, 
and good food, in excellent proportions, put 
the finishing touches to the Company's train­
ing. From them are the 398th ·~ most pleasant 

memories drawn: swimming at Shell Beach after a ten-mile hike, 
ing volleyball in a clearing among tall trees, singing at night, dancing at 
a party given the Company hy the people of Slidell. When it was all 
over the men returned to their Air Base huts and wished they were 
back in pup tents. 

Each movement had hccn accompanied a 
"This is It" announcement from the Com­
manding Offieer, and a few after return­
ing from the woods the expected repetition 

came. Early in July the Company left for the Port of Embarkation, a 
five-day trip made pleasant the cooks who JH'OYided frequent chicken 
dinners and lots of icc-cream. On the 25th July, 19l3, the 898th hoarded 
its transport and hcgan the long voyage. 

At its stations in the S.W.P.A. the Company 
rapidly adapted itself to the new conditions, 
and has hcen accomplishing its ohjcetin·s 
with merit. Through its hands passes all the 

signal cquipm.cnt to he used in the area serviced hy the 8bt Air 
Group. New radios, radars, tc!Pplwncs, teletypes, and associated parts 
arc received at the 898th Depot, stored, and issued as ncPded. Badly­
damaged instruments arc returned to it from forward eehclons for 
repair. Maintaining a Signal Depot is a far ery from the days of infantry 
drill: the 898th has taken all the new prohlems in its stride, and is 
Working hard toward that final "This is IT!" 

lst Sergeant 
MARTIN J. GALVAN 

Orderly Room Staff: Pfc. Ruano, l.1t Sgt. 

Galvan. T 4 Waynwn, T. Ray. 

119/lth Supply Room at F:ap:IP Farm: T/4 
.ii'Ianlwll, S Sgt. Quigley, W. 0 Kling. 
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Sim T;4 S''L ' •tay, Vt. orden T;4 Pson, " , nuben, T;s Johnson T;s "'''-. l , 
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D E C E M B E R 
l 9 4 3 

"Tricks of the trade" 
of night-cluh stewarding and Army mess 
administration: this is the Guiren-Ruano 
work which comhines with a dozen ex­
perienced cooks to make the 898th Con­
solidated Mess Hall a success. Highlight 
of the season was in the last two months of 
1943, when Major Karst volunteered his 
team to feed men working on the P-47 pro­
ject. A total of 3,400 meals was served 
daily at eleven sittings, filling 1,700 men. 
Chocolate, fruit, and hot coffee were dis­
tributed at the hangars twice each night. 
Special cheers were for S/Sgt.'s Burkepile, 
Nelms, and Hand, and First Cooks T /4's 
Nuanes and Foret. 

RIGHT CENTER: Cpl. Bittner, T/4 Nuanes, Cpl. 
Cleasby, Pjc. Sweigart. 

RIGHT BOTTOM: (Front Row) T/4 Foret, Sgt. 
Petrauskas, Pfc. Bittner, Pfc. Walters, Pfc. Mazza, 
S/Sgt. Burkepile, T /Sgt. Guiren, Sgt. Gentile, Pvt. 
Cooper, T /5 Mitchell. (Back Row) Sgt. ]ones, Pfc. 
Sweigart, Pfc. Driscoll, Cpl. Perry, S/Sgt. Hand, Sgt. 
Mayfield, Pfc. Mathis, Cpl. Cleasby, Sgt. Grugett. 

898th 

1/al/ 
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8 98TH 
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l·~t-.:;.-. i;:(vHis, Pt:t. Rayles~ Prt. Rantitt~Z, T S Uwungardner~ 
T 4 /line. SIX Til ROW: l'rt. Templeman, T. 5 Gu!!lielmo, 
1'11. Uddle, T :l [,, .1. MaJ,:ee. T. 5 [,. D. Rogers, 

T. T Sgt. Nonl.'lrom, T :;;,·/,reck. 



MAJOR JACOB SLINGERLAND 
Commanding Officer 

Amberley Field 
Scheid, l.<t 1~c Wilbur 

mander), S Sgt. llon·11rd. 

Eagle Farm Orderly Room: 
l'u.Nussbaum, SKI. Bernot. 

OMPANY 

ll 24th Military Police 

Company wa~ acth ated Janu­

ary 1, 1943, at the Charleston Army Air Base, with a 

cadre of eight enlistt>d men under the command of 

Lt. Andrew J. Ford and other officers drawn from 

among the graduates of the Provost Marshal General 

SchooL Within two months upon reaching a strength 

of 356 the unit hegan intensive training with the aim 

of selecting the 257 men who would finally form the 

Company. This difficult process of improvement and 

elimination was carried out under the direct super­

vision of Lt. Norman T. Wilbur and T ;Sgt. (now First 

Sergeant) Charlt>s Blessing. Upon completion 

"attrition" the product was, at the beginning of May, 

a unified organization of men physically, men­

tally and emotionally fit to carry out the rigorous 

duties of military police. 

Five months after activation the 

Company was already at its overseas station and a 

member of the 81 st Air Depot Group in Australia, 

with Headquarters at Eagle Farm and detaduneuts for 

the polieing of Arclwrfidd and Amherley, as well a~ 

guarding our own installatiom within the dty. When 

l't·t. Eddinp:.<, Cpl. Anderson, and 
Pfc. Hranch spend a <[lliet hour at 
honw in their hut at Arnberley. 



First 
CHARLES BLESSING 

M.P. 

Call: Lt. 

,f.!'ifc, f:),Lr. .. ~:,li'!' ,,,;f!;,!:i':1;'1"':!:1,;f' ·l~J!:=t':f :1,l;::;;i;r' 
·!~iJ .;;!:,~.nf)' ,f1!!. ,;f:fl;:;{;~;~;):,t·::r .~·'.L:-X;;ii, 
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CAPTAIN RAYMOND K. HOXSIE 
Company Commander 

First Sergeant 
WAYNE STILL WELL 

E OMPANY 

IN it> inf anoy ao an O•dnan"' unit, having hccn a Q.M. 
adult until the War Department decidctl in Dcccmher, 1942, to redesignate 
Q.,f. medium maintenance companies as Ordnance organizations, the 1616th 
was in May of 1943 anything hut a "rookie" outfit. Though not yet a member 
of the 81st Air Depot Group (they joined shortly thereafter in Juncl, they had 
hccn in Australia and New Guinea long enough to get acclimated to foreign 
service and hard w01·k. 

Soon after assignment of personnel, the majority of whom 
anivcd from New Guinea, Capt. Raymond K. Hoxsie joined as the new C.O. 
and Lt. Robert F. Logan as junior officer. With the arrival of 22 additional men 
in July, 1943, the Company was ready to function. 

As its original purpose, a medium maintenance company 
is responsible for vehicle maintenance, the normal number of vehicles serviced 
being 600, minimum number 350, and maximum 1,200. Oth~t· responsibilities 
arc parts supply and technical supervision of the work of lower echelons. In 
this theatre M.M. Companies have stepped higher into 4th echelon work, namely, 
unit overhaul. 

Duties at Eagle Farm consisted of supervision and opera· 
tion of the Special V chicle Storage Pool, includin~ all vehicle shipments, and 
all 2nd and 3rd echelon maintenance of Air Corps special purpose and Ordnance 
general purpose vehicles. Although operating under T ;0 strength and short of 
equipment, handicapped by lack of proper garage space and interference hy 
rain, work was progressing creditably. By the end of November, 1943, the 
organization was performing repairs and supplying parts for approximately 
1,500 vehicles assigned to 25 various Air Corps installations. 

During the latter part of December, 1943, opel'Stion of the 
Motor Pool was given over to the newly arrived 1799th Ordnance S. & M. Com· 
pany. The 1616th moved to the new maintenance hangar to devote full time 
to vehicle maintenance and repair. 

Since the original memhcrs of the Company were partici­
pants in the Papuan Campaign when the 1616th was part of the 8th Service 
Group, they were presented the Citation Device for outstanding service and 
achievement. 

Upon arrival to the advance base on April 30th, 1944, 
rumors started running wild ahout a new Table of Organization disbanding the 
Company. Credence was given to that rumor when in the middle of May orders 
were issued transferring men to the various Ordnance units, the remainder of 
the 1616th to he absorbed in the Ordnance Section of Headquarters Squadron. 
To those men disbandment meant losing a fine outfit; to the units that received 
them-an assurance that the 1616th spirit accompanied those Special Orders. 

The Orderly Room at 
!he advanced b1ue: P/c. 
Roach, T /5 Rittenhouse, 

Company Sil{n, Eagle 
F11rm. 
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CAPT. WILLIAM M 
Cvmmand· · MOREAU 

K First Sergeant 
ERMIT H. LEE 

1st Sgt /( 
and s· , ermit H l ;Sgt · -ee 
fSupp/y S · Petersen 
the c ergeant) · omprm zn 

n Y Suppll· ''Oom. . 

mg Officer 
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lN the wartime shuffie this 

organization, as others like it, underwent many 

(·hanges before reachinl! its present stage. Oril!in­

ally a :\Jedium Maintenance unit with Quarter­

master, the l799th was in May, 1943, still happily 

cngaf!ed in operating a hase third echelon 
anlomotiw· shop at Army Air Base, Santa Maria, 
California. 

Not having emerged from the 

traininl! age yet, the Company was giving its men 

basie when they were not busy repairing trucks. 

All that stopped, however, with more than rumors 

ahout moving overseas. 

Several weeks of bivouac and 

dc8crt training at Camp Santa Anita supplemented 

the prol!ram in preparation for combat duty. In­

cluded was tedmical instruction for every man 

aeeonliug to hi~ classification numher. The last 

f(~W weeks were spent dropping overages in per­

sonnel, pa(·king an(l (:rating, and granting of cmer­

w·n('Y furlmlf!hs. 



COMPANY "BLOWOUT," 3rd April, 1944. 
TOP LEFT (kneeling): Pvt. McBride, 1st U. l,eigh, Sgt. Howell, P/c. Spalding. Sf,'COND Row·: P/c. Tf/il.~on, Pvt. 

Pitt.~, T. 5 Blrllentine, T 5 Wise, T 5 Coyne, T Sf!l. Reinert, Pvt. [,ot·ely, T ·5 Cichewicz, Pr·t. Rei.<inger. 

* * * * * * * * 
On November 20, 1943, the 

Company hoarded a troop transport for forci~n 

duty and arriH~d in Australia Dcccmhcr 13th. The 

nH'n spent sevcr·al days at Camp Doomhcn, then 

w-ed as a staging camp, and on the 17th were 

marched to nearhy Eagle Farm to he attached to 

the 455th Service Squadr·on. 

Upon relinquishing hy the 

]6]6th Ordnance \1\1 Company of the Special 

Vehicle \Iotor Pool at the end of Dcecmhcr, the 

1799th took over its operation. In addition to the 

enlisted personnel seven civilians were employed 

in the pool. In several months' time the unit re· 

* * * * * * * * * 
leased srx civilians and funetion(~d with military 

personnel. 

To 1latc the Automotive, Am­

munition, and Supply Sections have been running 

the pool. The Armament Section is working on 

the maintenance of armament on the field. An· 

other of the organization's responsibilities is ren­

dering ;;ueh assistance in Ordnance matters as may 

he 1lirceted hy the Ordnance Officer. 

One of the youngest units of 

the 8ht, the l799th was nevertheless the "crack" 

attaehed outfrt of the Group. In discipline and 

adaptaLility, the two most essential missions of an 

Army unit, this Company was second to none. 



S. AND M. 

- <Jl- • 
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LIEUTENANT WILLIAM. F. RAKE 
Detachment Commander 

Acting I st Sergeant 
FRANK W. HICKEY 

TilE BATHERS ... the !94th ready to take a plunMe in the U.S.O. pool while stationed at 
Coachella, California-June, 1943. 

o<\ 



FRONT ROW: Pfc. Dido, Pfc. Vogel, T /Sgt. Halliburton, 
S1 Sgt. Hickey, Lt. Rake, S/Sgt. Coyle, T /5 Phillips, Pfc. 
Jagielski. SECOND ROW: T/4 Iannucci, T/4 Ohnoutka, Pvt. 

-97-

Gregor, T /4 Krause, T/5 Mouser, Sgt. Gerulis, T/4 Woods, 
T/4 Burns. THIRD ROW: Pfc. Keck, T /5 Fors, T /4 Gervelis, 

Pfc. Reimer, T /5 Heller, Pfc. Vlcan, T /5 Gallagher. 



DETACHMENT, FIRST PLATOON 

1912th Co. Quartermaster 
(Avn.) T. 

The First Platoon, 1912th Quartermaster Company, w.t~:s 
separated from its parent organization and activated lii~ iii! 

separate detachment in Australia, December 5,1942, with 45 men under the C{!~!l· 
mand of lst Lt. John T. Fletcher·. After two months with the 45th Service Gt·~m~~ 
it was assigned February 16, 1943, to the 81st Air Depot Group, its duties IH~~~§g 
to transport equipment, supplies and personnel for units stationed at R~1;g~e 
Farm. The detachment also sent details of men to nearby fields for special d~!l;)'". 
April 7, 1943, Lt. Robert R. Austin, Jr., assumed command. 

The work of these men was highly commended hy their 
superiors. Col. R. J. Minty, Commanding Officer of the 

Group, said of them: "All indications, including reports from the Officer in 
Charge, the civilian supervising technical details, and the Commanding 
Officer of the R.A.A.F. unit at Charlcville, indicate that the detail of men 
from Ea~le Farm ... should be commended. The camp and equipment 
were well taken care of and the camp was left in good condition at the 
time of departure. The men worked long hours, and without complaint. 

LIEUTENANT GEORGE M. ALLEN 
Platoon Commander 

The job was completed considerably ahead of the estimate made." 

On Novcmhcr 1, 1943, lst Lt. George M. Allen 
was assigned to the detachment. It was under 

his command that the Platoon, of which 17 men served in New 
Guinea, began sending its "veterans" hack to the United States 
on the rotation plan. Two men were sent in January and 
four in February, 1944. 

March 18, 1944, the Platoon 
was reassigned to the 

1912th Quartermaster Company ( Avn.) T., 
which established headquarters at 
Eagle Fafm. 

T /5 Stoller interviewing 
T /5 Clancy. 

Cpl. Clancy feeding mas· 
cot, "Joe Wallaby," the 

area pet. 

1st Sergeant Cudworth, T /4 Drugan. 



TH 
QUARTE 

FRONT ROW: T !5 Drugan, Sgt. Deveney, Sgt. O'Malley, 
S 'Sgt. Flmwgmr, lst Lt. Allen, T !5 Mrul, Cpl. Cioffi, P/c. Till. 
SECOND ROW: T !5 Guthrie, Pvt. Fee, P/c. Mundell, P/c. 
Rurmrd, Pvt. Lo.~ey, Pvt. Fleming, T/5 Markiercicz, P/c. 
Crmwella. THIRD ROW: TN Salr,os, T/5 Agnew, P/c. 
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Treadwell, P/c. Car.~o11, T,'5 Clancy, Pvt. Robbins, P/c. 
]rukierski, T /4 Alley, P/c. Wat.~orr. FOU RTII ROW: Pvt. 
Dobrovocl.:y, P/c. Levy, P/c. Griffith, T /5 Kulakow.~ki, Cpl. 
Calfee, P/c. Clwse, Pvt. llellnrmr, P/c. Sheppt!Td, T /5 Parwk. 



The middlt> of l9B markt>d the lwginning of 
ph<'nonwnal dt>velopment in the Engirwcring Seetion of the 8bt Air 
Dl'pot Group. The appointment of \Iajor Donald D. Steele at" Engineer. 
ing Offieer· 011 Septemhcr· 8th initiated a period of eon~<truetion and 
nnilil'atioH llll)ll'l'<'<'<lented i11 the hi,..tory of the Group. From this 
re-organization of loo,-ely knit, separately opentted S<JIIadnm shops 
emeq!ccl a eompaet hody of twenty-five clcpartmeut~ that was to ~end 
planet" to forward areas faster than any army unit in the Southwest 
Pacific. 

The primary duty of tlw EngirwPring Sec·tion is the 
er·eetion and modification of ainTaft aniving unassemhled from the 
l'nited State". Safeguankcl hy JII'Otl'ctive eoatings, the ships are lifted 
off the tr·an~ports and pulled to the field, where 1,200 skilled men elean, 
assemhlc, modify, repair, test, and do all work required to make the 
planes ready for combat. 

Supervised hy Capt. Cnpp, the shops were headed 
hy cxpcrierwed mechanics from the 8lst and 41th Repair Squadrons 
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from the 455th and 
The comhined 

have drawn 
of this theatre 

"The of 
aircraft contrihuted the 

"'"'""c'""'"" conclusion of the 
KENNEY. 

"The of these 
direct eontrihution to the 
Gloucester "--Colonel 




